What is PCR

PCR is an acronym for Polymerase Chain
Reaction. It was developed in 1983 by Kary
Mullis who was later awarded the 1993
Noble Price in Chemistry for that work. PCR
is a technique used in molecular biology to
amplify specific regions of genetic material
that can be processed and analyzed with
downstream applications such as
sequencing or electrophoresis.
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including reverse transcriptase PCR (RT-PCR)

where an RNA target is converted info DNA Taylor Robinson - Chief Scientist,
prior to amplification and quantitative PCR Rimrock Analyfical

(gPCR) in which the general amount of
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during PCR (real time) or at the end of the

process (end-point).
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How Does PCR Work?

PCR works in a series of steps in which
genetic material (e.g., DNA) is extracted
and purified from a sample after which
PCR employs repetitive automated cycles
of denaturing (unwinding the DNA),
annealing primers and probes (attaching
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